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STRAWBERRY INDUSTRY 
Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [9.45 pm]: I would like to make a few 
comments about what we have all witnessed with some degree of disappointment and horror. It began in the eastern 
states, where strawberries are being laced with sharp objects such as needles, pins and the like. I wonder what goes 
on in the mind of someone who would seek to do such a thing, knowing that that fruit could be eaten by someone’s 
child, an elderly person or anybody in the community and the damage that that may cause to individuals. I wonder 
what would motivate somebody to act in such a manner. To be honest, I have struggled to get my mind around 
what would motivate an individual to act in such a manner. I hope that they stop doing this reasonably soon. 
Tonight I want to touch on the importance of the strawberry industry to Western Australia and what people can do to 
help my fellow food producers through this very difficult time. Western Australia’s strawberry industry is important 
to our consumers and our economy. It is worth about $88 million annually from over 10 000 tonnes of strawberries. 
They are produced from Carnarvon down to Mt Barker. Sixty-seven growers have planted 17 million runners this 
season. The largest area of production is in the Muchea–Bullsbrook region, followed by the Pemberton area. The 
Western Australian strawberry industry currently contributes 88 per cent of Australia’s total strawberry exports, 
with an export value of $28.9 million in the 2016–17 financial year. It is more important than ever that the 
WA community gets behind our state strawberry growers and buys locally. The strawberry industry delivers major 
benefits to our economy and employs hundreds of Australians. Growers need our support and the best way to do 
that is to get out and buy Western Australian strawberries. Local strawberries are of the highest quality and we 
want to make sure that everybody can keep enjoying them now and into the future. Every Western Australian 
should understand that they can still purchase and eat locally grown strawberries, but in light of recent events, they 
should simply cut them up before eating them. 
The actions of the people behind the needle sabotage are completely unacceptable. It is a serious criminal offence 
and our WA Police Force is on the case. As an extra incentive for people to come forward with information, the 
state government will offer a $100 000 reward for information that could lead police to the arrest and conviction 
of these perpetrators. We urge anyone with information to come forward. 
The state government is working closely with the Strawberry Growers Association of Western Australia to support 
our growers during this difficult time. Authorities are working with the WA strawberry industry to respond to this 
issue, which includes ongoing inquiries into these latest incidents. Strawberry growers have made huge capital 
outlays to plant their crops. The timing of this incident at peak season has made it particularly difficult for growers, 
as this is an important time of year to recoup their expenses. Growers have told us that last year was a difficult 
year, with a new pest incursion, the tomato potato psyllid, restricting trade for much of the season and that they 
were relying on a good year this year for their ongoing viability.  
As of this morning—I believe that there have been some further developments during the day—WA police have 
advised that they are investigating an incident raised by a member of the public in York about a possible local 
strawberry punnet contamination case. This is in addition to the contamination case being investigated by the 
South Australian police of Western Australian–grown strawberries sold in South Australia. The Western Australian 
Department of Health is working with local government authorities, police and the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development to investigate these local cases. The Western Australian Department of Health is now 
also involved in the nationwide investigation and response to these incidents. The department advises that locally 
grown strawberries can still be purchased and eaten in the light of these events, but they should be cut before being 
eaten. Members of the public are encouraged to be cautious in handling strawberries, cut them before consumption, 
and report any discoveries to local police or by calling 131 444, or Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000. 
I make this plea to anyone involved in this act of stupidity. Think about your actions, and what you risk doing to 
not only your fellow community members, but also to our very important export-oriented strawberry industry, the 
people who operate and work in those businesses. Have a good hard look at yourself, because you will be caught, 
and you will be fined and possibly even go to jail, where you can explain why you engaged in such an action. 
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